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“ABSORBING TOPIC

Was the Reported -Bor'h_iad'rd'mé
. Port of Matanzas. =
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THE NAVY. DEPARTMENT KNOWS NOTHING,

And If Such an Imnurtntit' I*ingagamelit ns is Ilaportml'tp Have
Takon Pluce Occurrod Secrotary Long Belioves he would’ have
had Some Slight Intimation of it— Three new 'Battleships

Trovided for-EIgltt Targe Steam'ers Chartered’ to

Co::;ay

Iroops for the Invasion of Cuba,

WASHINGTON, D. C,April 28.—THE
BIUELLING | OF THE MATANZAS
BATTERIES WAB THE TOPIC OF
ABSORBING INTEREST THROUGH-
OUT NAVAL AND OFFICIAL CIR-
CLES GENERALLY TO-DAY. IT,
WAS DISCUSSED ON THE BASIS OF
THE PRESS REPORTS FROM KEY
WEST, AS THE NAVY ' DEPART-
MENT RECEIVED NO! INFORMA-
TION WHATEVER ON THE BUB-
JECT, SECRETARY LONG BAID AT
{ O'CLOCK THIS AFTERNOON AS
1B CLOSED UP HIS OFFICE WORK
OF THE DAY, THAT NO REPORT
HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROA AD-
MIRAL SAMPSON NOR WAS THE
NAVY DEPARTMENT ADVISED IN
ANY WAY OF THE SHELLING OF
MATANZAS, : y

MR LONG ADDED THAT HE
FELT NO DISPOSITION TO KEEP,
FROM THE PUBLIC ANY NEWS
CONCERNING 'SUCH AN IMPORT-
ANT AN EVENT AS A NAVAL EN-
GAGEMENT OR A BATTLE., WHILE
1T WAS ESSENTIAL THAT I-'U'I“URE
STRATEGIC MOVES SHOULD BE
GUARDED WITH THE GREATEST
CARE, YET MR. LONG MADE IT
CLEAR THAT TRIS DID NOT AP-
FLY TO EVENTS A_'F'I‘ER THEY HAD
ACTUALLY OCCURRED,FOR AS TO
BATTLES AND THEIR ATTENDANT
CASUALTIES. HE = RECOGNIZED
THAT THE PUBLIC WAS ENTITLED

; TO KNOW WHAT HAD OCCURRED.

THE SECRETARY SAID THAT IN
THE ABSENCE OF ALL OFFICIAL
INFORMATION HE WAS INCLINED
TO BELIEVE THAT THE SHELLING
WAS CONFINED TO THE EX-
CHANGE OF A FEW BHOTS AND
DID NOT ASSUME THE PROPOR-
TIONS OF A REGULAR BOMBARD-
MEXNT.  WHEN HIS ATTENTION
WAS  DIRECTED _TO REPORTS
THAT THE SHELLING WAS THE
RESULT OF DIRECTORDERS FROM
THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRE-
TARY SAID THIS WAS NOT EO AS
THE PRESIDENT WAS GIVING NO
DIRECT ORDERS ON ANY OF
THESE MOVEMENTS,

War Faud Exhausted.

The navy department has completely
¢eaged {ts purchase of ghips for conver-
Hin Into war vessels owlng to the ex-
baustion of the $60,000,000 war fund, It
Is confidently expected that Congress
will come to the rellef as the depart-
mert 1s still in need of auxillary vessels,

The news of the safe arrival at Liver-
pool, of the blg American salling ahip
Shennndoah was gladly received at the
department.  Consul Boyle, at Liver-
poul, furwarded the information,

The Port Royal dry dock, according
1o welcome official information would
be necemsible to warships, even the blg-
gedt of the fleet, should they meet with
aceldent during the campaign, The re-
port frum  the constructor In charge
showe that the entrance to the dock {8
now dredged and clear. The work of
dredging the basin s still in progress
and whils this Is not absolutely neces-
eary It 18 extremely desirable in order
10 ineure the satety of the ships In dock-
ing and the depprtment is endeavoring
r hasten the contractors In thelr work,
They estimete that about fifteen days
mare will suffice to complete It.

Vhiren New Hattleshipm,

The bourd of bureau chiefs met to-day
to begin the conslderztion of the plans
for the three new tattleships authorized

by the naval approprintion blll, ead
pmgressed go far that ctreulars will be
eent out lo-morrow Inviting bids from
the ship buflders, The vessels will, be
In' the main similar to the battleship
Ulinols now building at Newoprt News,
They will be about 12,500 displacement,
B feet beam, 2314 (eet depth, 10 knots
aveed, will be covered witih heavy ar-
mur and armed with 13 and G-Inch guna
{: rlu!dhhm (0 numercus secondary bat-

Tles,

[t can be stated authoritatively that
there i8 no present prospeet of a change
In the head of the navigation bureau,
;“‘" present efficlent ‘chief, = Captaln
;:m'::!nsh!c'ld. thought anxlous to take
L2 place In the fighting line, has yleld-
;"M* personal ambitions to the urgent
p!':n.'u'thn of Becretary  Long and  the

faldent, and will remain ot hls post,
Hl-_l. In good health notwithstanding the
f::'.r? straln to which he has been sub-
JECted, A .

Preparing for Invaslon.

A rather etriking situatlon of the tm-
Minence of the Invaslon of Cuba as
t:r.lainl:rl in the chartering to-day by
e war department of elght large
tamery of an avernge - capacity of

+b9u2 2,000 tony and able to carry from

9 16 1,200 passengers each, These are:

0 be uyed ns transports for the convey-

t‘ﬂclf of the first mllitary expedition to
”‘l;a_a, The names of the boats are the
phicte and the  Florlda, of | the
Elﬂlﬂ llne  now in ‘the' gulf, the
m’."mr" Paclfle  Company's atea-
"_I'il' ..\ rknna_nu, the  New  York
n;a:r Texas  Company's  vesiel  Co-
o ¥ at New York, and the Mala-
-'!1:" now en route to the gulf; and three
mie b8 of the Boston merchunt and
the ]r]u line In Baltimore, the Allegheny,
. trkshive und the Decatur Miller,
jdrice pald for these vesacls fa from
Wh"lr-'hj to 316,000 for the thirty daya for
tigen they are ongaged. They ‘will be
'1'*;1" churge of by the quartermoster's
m'lﬁ_”hlﬂnl at the earllest possible mo-

Tgeral Shafter in command of “the
gt s Plates troops now concentrated
oy 7 Orleans, hag boen In consulta-

I Wil the ofliclals to-day s ‘do

L

the execution of plans of the campaign,
but the orders glven to him cannot be
made publie,

The Presldent and cabinet will consld-
er to-morrow the large number of appll-
cations that have been made for ap-
pointment to the posts of major general
and brigadier generad, and there is some
expectation that he will be able to nomi-
nate o few of these offlcers to-morrow.

W Goneral Lee's Visit, |
'/ General Flizhugh Lee arrived here
late to-day, after a ten doys visit to his
family in Virglola. With' him came
Miss Clsneros, the young Cuban girl,
rescued from Cabanae, who has been
the pguest of Mlss Lee, The general
ghared the keen public Interest In the
report of the shelling of Matanzas. He
had visited thls city frequently, and
was famillar with the lay of the-land
and the defenses, He sald the batteries
were antiquated and were not lkely to
offer any formidable reslstance. Gen-
eral Lee wlll call at the state depart-
ment to-morroww morning,  Belng satill
an officlal he asked to be excused from
discussing the war situation, and was
very relleent concerning his prospee-
tlve appolntment as major general
General Lee savs he has not wet re-
celved o challenge to fight a' duel sent
by Lieutenant D¢ Carranza, late noval
attache at Washington. It {s understood
that three or four people have offered
to accommeodate Lleutenant Carranza if
he desires a méeting. A

The French embassy has recelved a
cable dispatch from the forelgn office at
Paris, announecing that a decree of nen-
trality between the United States and
Bpaln has been {ssued and that o de-
talled copy will be forwarded by mall.
On the reeeipt of the dispatch the
French ambassader, M, Cambon, wrote
to the state department informing them
of France's neutrality, The cable no-
tice {5 brief, stating only that the de-
cree follows the treaty of Paris In 1856,
The state department hns also been in-
formed that Mexico, Argentine Repub-
lle, Korea, Belglum have proclaimed
neutrality. Iorea's neutrality is con-
sldered important, owing to her prox-
imity to the Phillppines, :

The state department has heard noth-
ing from Germany, byt this causes no
apprehension, owing to the strong aa-
suranceés Germuny has glven that she
will observe strict neutrality = between
the two belllgerents. This assurance
was conveyed to Ambassador White,
and Is looked upon as practically equiv-
alent to a formal declaratlon of nen-
trality. Germany, Austrla and Portu-
‘gal are the last of the important Eu-
ropean natlons to declare thelr attitude,

¥ 1 Wil be Neutral

The apprehension as’ to Portugal's
course was considerably removed to-
day, by the call of Viscount De Santo-
Thyreo, who gave strong assurances to
the state depariment that Portugal
would remalr strictly neutral, The Por-
tuguese minister expects the official
declaration almest hourly. Although
Portugal explalne her délay on  the
ground that the declaration of war was
not made untll the 24th Inst.,, vet Great
Britain declared neutrality with un-
usual promptness. The effect of Great
Britain's speedy metlon was to force the
United States fleet to leave Hong Kong
while the effect of Portugal's delay has
been to permit the Spanish fleet lo re-
main at the Cape Verde lslands, Thus
speedy action in the frst case was
harmful to Amerlcan interests, while
delayed action In the zecond case was
equally harmful to American interests,

Attentlon Is now being centered on
the course of Austrla, Her delay in de-
claring neutrallty causes no materlal
inconvenlence, ag Auvstrin hns no ports
at which Spanish ships can take refuge,
but it discloses that Austria’s strong
tendencies are with Spaln, owing to !h§
dynastic relations between the throne"
of Austria and Spain.

The Tonnage Thx.

Forelgn governments throngh. thelr
representatives at Washington, are be-
ginning to show much’ concern over that
feature of the war tariff bill now be-
fore Congress, which increases the ton-
nage tax on trans-Atlantie shipplng o
20c per ton. It is eald this Increase is
about §00 per cent, the present rate be-
ing nbout three cents per ton and that
nearly the entire burden of 'the 800 per
cent Increase falls on the trons-Atlantlc
shipping  of Great Britain, Germany,
France and one or two other commer-
clal natlons. . A leading diplomatie offi-.
l:l:é stated to-day that, roughly spenk-

in the Atlantie trade  woes  car-’
rled on by about one hundred - Ameri-
can steamships, and about 4,000 Brit-
Ish, Trench, German and other forelgn
steamships, so that the heavy lonnage
tax, would be practieally insignificant,
a8 ageinst Amerlean stonmships, while
it would be very onerous against for-
elgn shipping. A trans-Atlantla liner
of 10,000 tons, he aald, would pay at 200
per ton, $2,000 every time it entered an
Ameriean port. Thuoe far, however, no
offlelal nctlon has been taken on the
subject by forelgn natlons, and it docs
not seem Ilkely that such officlal actlon
I8 possible as the heavy tonnage tax s
congldered n war expedlent which for-
elgn shipping must bear 50 long ns they
use Amerlcan ports. There are intimn-
tlons, however, that it may have the
effect of diverting shipplng away from
Amerlean ports  to  Fallfax, Montreal
und other Canadian. ports,

In other vespects the war taplft bl
attracta Httle attentlon in foreign runr-
tera ny the main course of taxatlon ia
on artlcles  of domestic’ consumptlon,
while dutles on forelgn imports remaln
practically unchanped,

: A WARNING -
Anto Spanish Sples “‘I::-'urn Hilled todo
Dnstaridly Wark,

ATLANTA, Ga, April 28.—Dr, Long,
who 18 n: prominent physlelan of Good
Tlope, In Walton eounty, and s known
to the governor, writes n§ followa:
Governor W, 'Y, Atklneon, Atlanta,
DEATR BIR:—I wrlte to inform
Al

T FREFR T ST

‘thie vieinlty yesterday, golng south.
Thelr; Intentions ‘are 1o blow  up ' the
\bridges and tralna londed with United
Stated soldlers: when en route to Key
Westund other places south, = :
. I hope 'you will not let thls go un-
‘noticed as they blew up our battleship,
Please inform the department, It has

{o employ negroea to work In front.

. With success to the cause and free-
dom of Cuba, I remaln, g

i (Blgned.) ' JAMES L. LONG, M, D.

« WILL AWAIT DEWEY.

The Epaninrds Bald to hs Concealed In
Enbig Oay Laying for the Amerioan Pas
clflc Bqaadran, o ;

NEW YORK, April 28,—A  dispatch
from London says news comes'from
Mudrid that the ‘Spanish. fleet under
Admiral ‘Montjo, which left Manlla on
3fonday, haa put into Bublg Bay, where
it will awnit the coming of Admiral
Dewey, r

The Amerlcan fleet muat pass the bay

on |13 way to Manila, The first naval
battle will: probably. be fought at thia
point,  SBublg Bay s north of Manlla
and offers naturnl advantages for the
concenlment of the hostile fleet,
‘ ‘Unlees Admiral Dewey shall recelve
some Information of Montjo's move-
ment, the Americans are threatened
with a sudden attack. Montjo Is reck-
less and the report that he hos fled
from Dewey's flest s probably a ruse
to conceal his renl purpose.

The navy department does not expect
news from Admiral Dewey and the Pa-
clfic =quadron befors Saturday.

MADRID, Aprll 28.—An official dis-
patch from Manilla recelved to-day says
the Spanish squadron, which has taken
up, o position several mlles from Ma-

nilla, is still awalting the arrival of the
United Btates squadron under the com-
mand of Rear Admiral Dewey.

The governor's proclamation appeal-
JAng to the patriotism, honor and rell-
glous prejudices of the Spaniards and
otherwise Inciting them to. animosity
agalnst the Americans Is sald to have
haed a great effect upon the peopls who
are alleged to be volunteering in large
numbers.

FIRST BLCODSHED

In the War—The Mouitor Terror Lands o
‘Itleh Prize After & Hard Chase—Eight
Spanianis on .the Capilored  Guldo
Wenndei,

“KEY WEST, Fla., April 28—(7:40 a,
m.)—The United States monitor Terror,
Captain H, Ludley, captured the big
Zpanish steamer Guido, bound from
Corunna, Spain, for Havana, early yes-
terdsy. The prize had on board a lnrge
cargo of provisions and money intend-
ed for the Spanish troops In Cuba. The
capture took ploce ten mliles off Carde-
nas, after a desperates chase, during
which the Terror and the gunboat Ma-

chias fired, almost blowing the Span-
lard's pllot house into the water. J
~The Spanish steamer Guido, Captain
Alegin, 13 a vessel of 2,065 tons net,
owned by the navigation company of
Elibas. She wos bullt at Belfast in
1583, fa 360 feet long, has forty-one foot
beam and is twenty-six feet deep, The
Guido left Liverpool on Aprll 2, and
Corunna on April 8, for Havana,

The Terror was alone when the Guldo
was sighted, and she Immediately gave
chase. After a blank shot had been
fired to order the steamer to heave to,
the Spaniard put out all her lights and
fired up In an attempt to escape. The
Tecror, ploughing after her, brought
her  six-pounder to bear upon the
steamer and fired shot after shot at the
latter, nearly all of which tool effect
on the Guldo's pllot house. One man In
the pllot house was:injured, but how
gerlously has not been learned. *

The Machlas, which was zome aia-
tance away, heard the sound of the fir-
Ing, came up and brought her four-inch
rifle Into play, firing one shot which
failed to hit:-the Bpanlard. This, how-
ever, brought her to, nnd Lleut. Qualt-
rough and a prize crew were put on
board of her, and brought the prize in
here this morning. The money captur-
ed 15 in an Iron safe. The amount Is not
kmown. The Guldo'ls one of the richest
prizes captured,

It {8 estimoted that the Guide, with
her cargo, is worth $400;000,

The First Bloodshed.

NEW YORK, April 26.—A special dls-
patch {o the Evening World, from I{ey
West, recounting the pursult and cap-
ture of the Spanlal sleamer Guido by

the monitor Terror, says that two sol-
Id shot struek the Guldo. The first, a
aix pound missile, carried away the pi-
lot house, the second o boat, and the
third the compass. The Machlas fired
her four-inch rifle, His ship's steering
gear disabled, Caplnin Alegln, accord-
ing to the World's correspondent, hur-
rled hle men aft to the wheel, But In
the momentary delay the Terror had
palned upon him, while ahead, ready Lo
Intercept him should he eontloue his
fight, was the gunboat Machlas, Then
only did the Spanfard glve up. Bul
even at the lnst he would not lower the
red and yellow whieh flonted at’ the
atern, He slmply ordered his engines
stopped and lay to, untll the Terror
Bent'a prize crew on board.
. The Ouldo was taken to Key West by
Lirutenant Edward F, Qualtrovgh and
Engign Willard. :

- Elght Spanfards were wounded ' by
splinters made by the impact of the
Turror's shota. This la the first blood-
shed on board ship, So scon as the
men from the Terror were on board the
Guido the stars and siripes were ratsed
aboye the Spanish flag, and, with Lien.
tenant Qualtrough in commnund, the
prize was brought into port.

The Guldo is the richenat prize so far.

from the specle she has on board, Tha
amount of this 18 not known, as It i3 in
a blg fron snfe, which has been sealrd
and will not be opened untll the prize
court has formally condemned the ves-

sel.’
MUST BE A FAKE

No Information Iteenived nt Navy Depart-
mant nbont the Grounding of U8, War-
ship. \
WASHINGTON, D. C,, Aprll 28,—No

Informatlon of the grounding of one of

our warships wae recelved either by the

Presldont or the secretary of the nmavy

lo-night, and so far as eould be learn-

ed tno such dispatch hnd reached the
navy ‘department,

An examinatios of the , best  Cuban
may of the war department falls o
show nny point on tho const eallgd Di-
mad, the nenrest approaeh Lo It being
Polnt Diamente, on the northern coast
of Plnar del o provinee, a shart dis-
taneo west of ‘Havana and n° (e

thot two Bpoanlsh sples p

i

3l d-zone, No advicos Trom Cap-
L 1 “.

WA

4] N
A .

aleo been ascertalned that they intend

She I8 roughly valued at $400,000, aslde,

\ o

Spanish. Ships

Now Reconnoitering in the
Mediterranean. A

AMERICAN VESSELS ARE IN DANGER.

GIBRALTAR, April

the Mediterranean,

It is alleged that they are seeking an American yacht, the Fleur de’
Lis, a warship which it is supposed the United States has purchased *
from Italy, and also ships carrying sulphur to America, Some of the
latter have been warned and changed their course, while it is reported
that the Fleur de Lis has put into Lisbon for safety. :

The sudden departure of the British cruiser Charybdis yesterday,
caused the greatest excitement. It was supposed an encounter was
imminent and that she intended to maintain neutrality in these waters.
A special land guard was mounted and preparations made to train the |
guns. The Charybdis fired a single shot to warn possible trespassers.

To-night the Destructor stopped several merchantmen south of

~ Europa Point, 'An American merchantman isl.cxpectcd to try to take -
refuge here some time before daylight.

.28 —The Sfmnish I:crj:edo boat desﬁ'oycr 3 :
Destructor and the torpedo boats Habana and Barcelona continue re-
* connoitering in the straits of Gibraltar and the neighboring waters of

-

| batteries s now a matter of history,

, | 1ife *onthe ‘American ' eide. ' 1t'1s be:

|| At the entrance to the harbor.the mon-+"
met the flagship, (K

THE REAL THING.

It Appears That lu 8pits of Officlal Dow
i Matauzas was Ehelled, aud the Karth:
warks Destroyed, || Rl .‘.\.Ia
(Copyright, 1898, by tha Apsoclated Proas,) |
ON THE FLAGSHIP OFF HAVANA, ¢
April. %5, 10 a.m., via Key Weat, April)
£6.—The bombardment of the Matanzas

|y

The, tlagship has returned to he
off El Morro., : A
Already  briefly etated In these dia.
patches, tho bombardment accomplished
its purpose, and that without any loes of

lleved the Spantards must have sustain-

|| ed some losa of 1ife In addition to having

thelr nearly completed carthworks and
fortifications, torn up by the explosion
of shells. The capture of the et
not at all contemplated, the object be-
Ing to stop the erection of tho batteries, &

‘Thls engagement, the first in which ¢
the Unlted States has partlcipated for ')
about thirty years, occurred quile unexs'
poectedly. ' The New York waa ' lylng "!
about twenty milos enst of Havana yes- 4
terday  morning when IRear Admiral >
Bampson declded to steam to Matanzas,

itor Purltan and the crulser Cincinnatl’

. TR K
~A 8t wind  was blowing and the
waves poured  over the low bow, and
stern of the monitor, At slow speed.the,

taln Sampson regarding the bombard-
ment of Matanzas was recelved up to a
late hour.

FIRST BIG NEWS

Expected from ths Fhiltppines, Whers
Admiral Dewey s Expecied to Engage
the Enemy. J
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 28.—Na-

val clrcles look to the Philippines for

the first blg war news. Admiral Dew-
ey, naval officers say, elther must take

a port in the Philippines and make it n

base of lles and & ary home

for hiz ships, or head his flest straight
ncross the Paelfie fr San Franclsco.

It s expected that the othar Euro-
pean powers holding possessions on
the Chinese coast will adopt Great
Britain's rules as to the condltions un-
der which the ships of belllgerent pow-
ers may ehelter in thelr ports. No mat-
ter how well Inclined toward the Uni-
ted States, China undoubtedly will be
obliged, under European pressure, to
Joln in the same practice. Thus Admir-
al Dewey will'find that having gecured
one supply of coal at a port belonging
to one of thése powera that port will be
practienlly closed to hls ships, for he
would not be permlitted to enter them
again for the same purpoge within
three' months, ‘@ space  of time that
-would more than consume the amount
of coal that cin_be carrled on ship-
board. This state of-affalrs’ strongly
aceentuates the unwise policy that has
prevailed In the past of falllng to secure
coallng statlons in remote parts of the
world, like Asia. Admlral Dewey be-
cause of this polley, Is under the neces-
aity now of capturing & port from the
enemy in which he may stay as long as
he pleases and his position consequent-
1y is much more perilous than that of
thie Cuban blockading squadron.

The Admiral is belleved to bave salled
at 2 o'clock yesterday [rom Mirs Bay,
China, for the Phillppines. Assuming
that his squadron is travellng at  the
preseribed speed of ten knots, It is eal-
culated at the navy department that he
should occupy about sixty hours in the
passage to Manila, which wlll bring
him off that port early Saturday morn-
ing, Tt is probable that If the Spanish
flect can be driven Into ang harbor un-
der the protection of the batterles, Ad-
miral-Dewey will detach some of  his
ships to blockade the port to keep them
there while using another part of his
small force 1o sslze and cccupy with
native asslstance, Fome unfortified port
as . baae,

THE WAR LOAN.

Secretary GageSays New York Financlers
Will Ald the Governmenl—FProfit to be
Put Aslede for Patriotismn,
WASHINGTON, D, C., Aprll 28—See-

retary Gage returned this marning from

New York, where he had o conference

vesterday, with prominent bankers, in

regard to the proposed bond fssue for
ralsing a war fund.

In speaking to-day of the conference
the secretary eald the prineipal purpase
of his visit to New York was to obtain
from representative financlers and cap-
itallsts thelr views on the proposed
bond {ssue, He had no definlte propo-

altlon to make and none was expected
from the bankers. 'The result of the
conference, however, was eminently

after the news of the blockads of Ha-
vana-renched there, accompanied by a
report that Cuban  capital "had been
bombarded, all the lights were ordered
1o ba extingulshed at night. !

The French resldents, when these ad-
vices left San Juan, were seclting re-
Tuge on board the French crulser Ad-
mirnl Rlgaunlt de Genoullly.” j

An Amerlcan sugar estate, it Is an-
nounced, was plundered after the re;
ceipt of the news of the declaration of.
war between Spaln and the' United
Stntes, The Dritish coneul at'Ban Jian
who has charge of Amarican interests,
has cabled to his government request-
Ing that a Britlsh warship be sent to
that port.

Danger {8 apprehended from the in-
competent and youthtul volunteers of
Porto Rico, They are armed with Mau-
g2t rifles and are displaying consider-
able war enthuslasm, 3 i

Arocibeb  Bay, on the west const of
the island, hag been planted with tor-
pedoes from the signal station to a
polnt about one mile west of it. There
are many Spanish volunteers hers and
on thelr way to Porto Rlco. ¢

Spanish steamers landed at Maya-
guez, seventy miles from  San  Juan,
on Wednesday, a quantity of arms and
ammunition, and there was a slmilar
landing of supplles “at £an. Juen on
Thursday. .

Besldes thls, about 5000 tons of pro-
vislons were Ilanded ot San Juan on
Sunday lost. : i

The warehouses of Porto-Rico are re-
ported to be full of provisions and the
Spanish authorities say they can stand
a slege of-two.mopnths. J

All the coast lights have now
dered to be extingulshed.

No United States war ships  are
known to be In the vicinity of Porto
Rlieco. 5

been or-

PORTUGAL'S ORDERS
Asto Movem:nis ot Flecis was not Inter-
preted Correctly.
LISBON, April 26.—It appears upon
Investigntion that the anno t

r ded toward the harbor;
the Puritan following half a mile astern
and the Cincinnat] about two miles’io
the westward. Rear Admiral Bampson
nnd Captaln  Chadwick stood: on the
high  bridge, carefully suryeying the
forts which had hnd the temerity to fire
on the United States topedo boat Footel?
When about three miles from  Punta';
Gordo the extreme point of the eastern) ;
arm of the harbor, o long yellow streak’
was seen on shore. It looked: lke st
newly erected earthworks. Closer in-
speetlon revenled & number of men clus-
tered around the shore. 'Stlll the New
York stenmed slowly ahead untll L was
ascertnined without any doubt that the
Spanleh troops were busy 'In erecting
what seemed 1o be o sand battery and
hn!d already gotten several guns into po~
atlon. . Y
Rear Admiral Sampson decldéd that
this was detrimental to a pacific block-. -
ade. “General quarters" was aounded.
Thoe men rushed to their guns,. When
the New York was ‘about 4,000 yards
from Punte Gordo her helm was putto
starboard and 'commenca firing," the
bugler.blew. “Naval.Cadet Boone, ‘in
charge of "walst,” the S-Inch gun amld-
ships 0{: the port side, had the honor'of |
firlng the first ghot. The Aagship ahook"-_]‘
from stem to stern as the first profectily |
almed by the Unlted States at the shore
of Cubn. flew from the muzzle of the big’ !
gun, . This was at 12:56 p. m. =
Fifty palrs of  glasses were leveled
from the flagship at the shot. ' It seem: |
ed minutes  before the  yellow amoks ¢
cleared away, but in reality It wns less -
than flve seconds.  Then a little cloud of |
dust,wns scen to rise at the right of thy |,
carthworks.  For the first altempt at
4,000 ynrds it was by no means & bad
shot. Without the ald of glasses the gb-
jective point could be” elearly defined.
With a deafening roar the §-inch gun'in
the forward turret let Ny Its {ron mis
slle, It landed high. The after turrst
eame next with the srame sized projec-
tlle. A shout of delight went up from
the flagship as a dense cloud rose slowly.
from the very center of the earthworks,
showling how true had been the alm.
Then from the entire port side a fea
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made by the Offlcin]l Gazette to-day stop-
ping the dlspatch of telegtaphle Infor-
matlon regarding the movement of war-
ships only applies to continental! ports,
the Azores and/Madelra, and appar:
ently the Cape Verde Islands are ex-

empt.
— e —

IERRIFIC EXPLOSION

Of n New Jrraoy Powder Plint—Six Men
Torn to Death nod Fonr Serlously In-
Jured—Ammunlition  for (e tGovern=
ment Goue Up tn Smnle,

EASTON, Pa,, April 2§.—The town of
Dover, in Morris county, N, I, 'and the
country within o radius of twenty miles
was startled this afternoon by a serles

of terrific explostons, the first of which
oecurred at 2:10 o'clock, The explosions
occurred In the Atlantle Powder Com-
pany's works, and the plant is now a
miss of ruins, {
Six avorkmen were killed, Alfred Ra-
rick, Willlam Btumpf, Casper Ray,
David Scheer, Willlam Haycock and
Ellas Abers, all marrled and leaving
familles, and four others wers serlously
Injured, some probably fatally. Thelr
remmins have not yet been removed.
The works were situated in an {solated
spol seven miles out In o rough country
from Dover, There were ten bulldings
in the group and all have been destroy-
ed, caused, it s thought, by e epark
from the pipe of & carcleas amoker, The
lon set off the explosives In othier

satisfactory, All seemed disp w
do anything and everything possible to
give any needed financial support to tha
government In the present emergency.
Although there would be no financial
{nducement for capltalista to Invest In
3 per cent bonds when the time loans
were bringing 6 per cent nnd even more,
the question of profit would be ‘put to
one slde and whatever asslstance the
government needed would be forthcom-
Ing, All faversd the popular loan
Iden, and thought that the people
ghould be glven an opportunity t{o in-
vest In the jssue,

PORTO RICAN SITUATION.

Four Bpanish Gouboats Being Painted,
War Colora—=Martial Law Proclaimed,
A Binte of Panle Pravolls,

(Copyright, 1508, Ly tho Assoclated Pross)
8T, THOMAS, West Indles, April 28,

—TPorto Rican ndvices recelved here to-

day, say that four Spanish gunbonts

are at Ban Junn de Porlo Rleo. 'They
are being painted black or

packing houses mearby,  Debrls and
bLurning timbers of the wrecked bulld-
ings were carried high Inte the alr and
fell in o shower  over the remalnlng
bulldings, setting fire to the maln fac-
tory- and the other flve paciking houses
and the two shell houses, In a brfef
time the explosives In these bulldings
were sit off and left death and deatruc-
tion in thelr wake,

The. works have been running night
and day turning out orders for the
United Btates government and o Jarge
amount of ammunition ready for ship-
mant was stored i the packing houses,
This, with all other axplosives was com-
pletely destroyed, The scene presented
at the place was terrible, - People who
felt the Fhocks and saw the flames of (he
burning etructures flocked to the plaee
for miles oround, but could render no nld
to the injured,  People were terrified
and held back In constant fear of other
uexplosions, -

A few men who were in the bullding
mannged to escape and they ran about
the, gountry. bewlldered.  They could
‘give no Intelligent neeount of the caure

dark gray,

Martinl law hns been procinimed  In
Tarto Nico and It {8 belng enforced In
a lgrannieal manner, Crowds of people
are leaving for the Interlor and the cap-
{tal 1s almost deserted -by the clvillan
population, !

The milltary authoritles are most ne-
Uvely engaged In proparing for the do-
fonse of the Island. Thirty-four torpe-

toes have been plunted In the mailn
channel. They are  controlled’ from
Morrn Castle, In additlon, an old steam-
ship hns been sunk aeross the harbor
cntranes, the buoys {n the channel hava:

boen altered, and, .lronr'.'\.lnndn}' lnst,

of the explos When the wives and
relatives of the employes of the faclory
approached the burning bulldings the
seene was heartrending, 4

It was'near 6 o'clock before the rulna
had cooled off eufflelently to be ap-
proached and before the onlookers could
be induced to go near the epot.

The bodles of the dead were horribly
mangled. . The head waa missing from
some while here and there lay legless
aml armless trunks, Many of the in-
Jurod were eut and malmed 50 badly
Ahat some of them eannot meecover. The
loss cannot be' learned at this writing,

fatiaceh sagh il s il AE

Woather Foreonst for _'I‘-!-ql.ny.

Yor West Virginia, Western Pennsyl-
vanla [and Ohlo, cloudy weather " and

I8 aquadron I8 still at anchor hors, 1L

ful tusilnde was poured on the shore, tha
four turret guns firlng almost simulta-
neously and the 4-Inch guns adding |\,
thelr smaller-hall, When the smoke )\
blew away Punta Gordo was dotted with '«
dust clouds that looked like minlature .|
geysers - springing suddenly from:' the:
earth. Each showed where a shot had'’
struck. Al
..l this stage the guns in the Quintas,
do. Reereo battery were observed to be:
firing on the flagship, This fort s on
the eastward arm of the harbor, 7,000
yards from where the flagship was ly-
Ing., It was provided with four S-lnch
guns, The flagship firc was at ones dt-
reeted upon t. Up-to this period the |
New York had been In the firing alone.
Captain Harrington on the Puritan and
Captain Chester on the Cinglnnat! had. -
drawn up and were vigorously signal-
ling for permisaion to fire. When this
was reported to Rear Admiral Sampeon’
he sald: “All right; tell them to go
ahead,"” § LT
' 8o while the New York was commene='
ing fire on Quintas da Recreo, the Purl-
tan took & position to the eastward and’
opened on the same polnt. The Cloelp-_
nat! went to the weatward and pounded
o rapld fire broadside into the earth-
works on Punta Gordo.,  Occeslonally’ :
shots from Quintas da Recreo could ba- |
reen coming In the direction of the New !
York, ~ All fell very short and at na '
time threatened the ship.  Only about
ten shots are belleved to have Been fired
from this battery. It is possible that ita. -
guns may have been disabled, as two 8-
Inch shells were dlstinctly seen to land®
squarely in the fort. Its dlstance from
the ship waa s0 great and the smoke
which the wind took In its direction o
thick that It was hard to judge the ef-
fect of the fire and still harder to get
good alm.  For about flve minutes
Quintas da Recreo got the full benefit
of the port broadsides of the New Yofk
and Purltan,  What its ultimate fato
would have been |8 hard to tell had not
attentlon  been diverted from it by, m
shell from Puntn Gordo that whizzed
over the New York and fell a little short.
of the Cincinnatl. ; )
Leaving Quintas da Recreo to the ten
der mercles of the Purltan, which was
£l merrily  banglng away,  Captal
Chadwick put his helm to starboard un~'/ .
til the port battery once more bore. on
the Punta Gordo earthworke.  Another |
shell eame ‘from shore, whizzing along
over the flngship. ' "“Too high, but'a bet-
ler shot  than I thought they' could
make," sald nn officer. Then the Cin-
cinnntl and the New York poured shot
Into the yellow carthworks and the sur
rounding . land ‘until the  smoke hid -
everything from view. What became of
the soldlers seen on Punla Gordo' Is not
known, Some declared they saw thom
running to the brow of the hill, where’
the feld battery wae thought to be sta
Uaned.  But this, ae well as the eatimat
of the enemy’s number, which ranged:
from 300 to 4,000, was purely supposi
tlon, distance and smoke preventing ac
eumti knowledge, HE s C
—_——

OAPE VERDE FLEET

OF Spaln, it 1s Bapected WL Ball goed

| l"n:'lnuterl Rottling. o \
ST. VINCENT, Cape Verde : Tsland
April 28, 3:08 p. m.—Although the Span

belloved the warships will probably sal

showers; warmer; Ught goutherly winds,

'settling up aceounts to-dag.;

to-morrow as the paymasters have been




